
NEWS FROM THE BERKELEY HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
MARY KAY MC MILLIN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 
 
Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center teachers Carol 
Sangiovanni and Mary Dendinger and Principal Anne Corley-
Hand recently attended the “Applying the Next Generation 
Science Standards and Engineering Practices” seminar held at 
Montclair State University. 
 

Ms. Sangiovanni (pictured, 
right), a Kindergarten Teacher, 
Ms. Dendinger (pictured, left), 
a Grade 1 Teacher, and Mrs. 
Corley-Hand participated in a 
series of engineering design 
challenges during this intensive 
STEM-focused (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Math) professional development 
workshop.   
 
The Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center is 
currently implementing STEM-based activities across the 
curriculum to provide meaningful and engaging student-
centered experiences with science content.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THOMAS P. HUGHES SCHOOL 
 

Each year, Grade 4 students from Thomas P. 
Hughes School participate in a charity walk to 
raise money for Cherished Creations, a local 
children’s charity. 
 
This summer, Cherished Creations was able to 
purchase a VGo robot with the money raised by 
our students.  This robot is currently being used 
by a Fourth Grade student in a nearby town who 
is fighting cancer.  
 
This child calls in to the classroom 
at her school, and she can then see 
and hear her teacher and 
classmates. She controls the robot 

from her home computer and is able to participate in school activities and 
lessons even when she can’t physically be there.  This wonderful 
technological advancement has made a world of difference to this child and 
her family.   
 
Mrs. Jessica Nardi, Principal of Hughes School, shared this amazing story 
with her current Fifth Grade students to help them understand how their 
act of kindness is helping a child in need.  No act of kindness, no matter how 
small, is ever wasted!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



MOUNTAIN PARK SCHOOL 
 

Members of the Mountain Park School Student Council have 
been very busy in recent weeks.  At left, Student Council 
members can be seen counting and rolling coins from the 
organization’s collection benefitting UNICEF, which raised 
$798.00. 
 
MPS Student Council members 
are pictured at right attaching 
notes to the pajamas they collected 
for children who were victims of 
the recent hurricanes in Florida, 
Puerto Rico, and Texas.  A total of 
54 pairs of pajamas were collected 
during this effort. 

 

****************************************************************************** 
 

Students in Mr. Tyler Brown’s 
Physical Education classes at 
Mountain Park School recently used 
their Chromebooks to complete an 
online assessment, using a link on Mr. 
Brown's website connecting them to a 
Google Form.  
 
This assessment tested the knowledge 
of the students relating to various 
aspects of physical fitness and which 
activities they can try in order to 
improve their fitness and ability levels. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL 
 
December has been a month of giving, sharing talents, and celebration at William 
Woodruff School.  The month began with the Holiday Learning Assembly. Each of the 
grade levels taught the history and culture of the three December holidays of Hanukkah, 
Christmas, and Kwanzaa.  The students described and brought to life the essence of each 
holiday by describing its history through song, poetry, and role-playing.  Music was not 
limited to the class participation, but also included four Fifth Graders who shared their 
talents on the harmonica and the piano. 
 

The Woodruff School Student Council understands the 
importance of giving, especially during the holidays.  
The Student Council organized a school-wide Toy, 
Pajama, and Book Drive to support children in need.  
Over eight large bags filled with toys were donated to 
St. Joseph’s Awareness Center.  The students and staff 
also donated 
another 50 pairs of 
pajamas, along 
with a book, to the 

Pajama Program which supports children in foster 
care.  Each of the students was graciously thanked by 
the Student Council by placing a paper “snowball” 
with the student’s name on the Giving Board.  
Pictured here with some of the donated books are 
Sarah Lombardi (above, left) and Kevin Nasto (right). 
 
Students in the Grade 4 classes taught by Mrs. Kim Delatour, Miss Katie Morris and Mrs. 

Kelly Murray were busy doing extra chores 
during the month in order to raise money to buy 
cake mixes, cold cuts, bread and condiments to 
make sandwiches and cakes for the Community 
FoodBank of the New Jersey.  The students got a 
lesson in baking and decorated 65 cakes for the 
food pantry.  As part of the Holiday Party in 
each class, the students learned the art of 
sandwich-making and made over 200 
sandwiches!  Pictured here are Miss Morris and 
her students Giuseppe Domingo, Ava Zaorksi, 
Kashika Sinha and Joseph Mellusi. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL (continued) 
 
The month at William Woodruff School came to a close with the annual Winter Concerts, 
where the students shared their musical talents with all.  The Winter Chorus, Band, and 
Strings Concert was a crowd-pleaser, with the audience enjoying the Chorus performance 
of “Four White Horses,” the Grade 4 Band’s rendition of “Holiday Medley,” the Grade 5 
Band’s performance of “Believe,” and the rendition of “Jingle Bell Rock” played by the 
Strings ensemble.  
 
The singing talents of all were on display during the Winter Sing-a-Long Concert, 
featuring Woodruff students in each grade level singing an array of holiday and winter 
favorites.  The Second Graders captured the audience as they performed “Mele 
Kalikimaka,” while the Grade 3 students shared their newly-learned skills on the recorder 
as they performed “Knock No More.”  The Fourth Graders were filled with excitement as 
they sang “Harambee,” and the Grade 5 students – not to be outdone - matched the talents 
of other grade levels as they performed “Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree.” 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COLUMBIA MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 
Students from Columbia Middle School recently attended a meeting of the Berkeley 
Heights Board of Education to deliver a comprehensive presentation about the new elective 
courses being offered at the school this year. 

Clockwise from top left, CMS 
Grade 7 and Grade 8 students 
Sara Bolden, Kiana Robinson, 
Hillary Shi, Sasha Raab, Serena 
Yee, Reilley Buchholz, Tim 
Pappas, and Ella Salmon all spoke 
about their experiences during this 
school year in elective courses such 
as Art, Theater, and Video Game 
Design.  After the student 
presentation, Board of Education 
and community members 
attending the meeting were invited 
to see evidence of student work, 
which included a working video 
game designed in class. 

The students were assisted in their presentation by Mr. Joseph Lanni, Ms. Lisa Babic, and 
Mr. Michael Riley, who teach Art, Theater, and Video Game Design courses at CMS, 
respectively.  Mr. Frank Geiger, Principal of Columbia Middle School, also shared some 
expectations for additional course offerings during the 2018-2019 school year, which 
include new “design” electives in art and technology. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL 
 
The Governor Livingston High School 
Student Council held its first ever “Snow 
Ball” earlier this month.  This event, which 
was previously known as the “Fall Fling,” 
was well-attended with nearly 200 students 
dressed in their Friday night best for the 
evening. 
 
Students enjoyed spending time with friends 
while they danced to the sounds of DJ 
Chester King from Velvet Rope Promotions.  
The staff of The Claymore, the GL Yearbook, 
was also on hand, and every 30 minutes they 
announced the names of students chosen for 
Senior Superlatives recognition.  By the end of 
the evening, all of the winners had been 
crowned.  
 
The GL Student Council did a wonderful job planning this event and a great time was had 
by all! 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL (continued) 
 
December was a busy month for many of the Honor Societies at Governor Livingston High 
School.  The Athletic Honor Society, Mu Alpha Theta (Math Honor Society), and the 
National Art Honor Society all held ceremonies where new members were recognized and 
inducted as active members. 
 
Members of the National Athletic Honor 
Society must be a Junior or Senior, have 
earned at least two varsity letters, and have a 
weighted grade-point average of at least 
3.5. 
 

Mu Alpha Theta recognizes academic achievement in 
Mathematics.  Students earning induction into this 
organization must have completed five semesters of honors 
or regular Math courses or have completed four semesters 
of such and be enrolled in a fifth semester.  Recognized 
students must have earned a 3.75 grade-point average or 
better in all Math courses and be recommended for 
induction by the faculty and administration.  
 
The GL chapter of the National Art Honor Society 
recognizes students who have achieved high standards in 
the school’s Art program.  A student must have completed 

at least four Art classes with a B+ average or better in order to earn membership in the 
NAHS.  
 
A total over 200 Governor Livingston students 
were inducted into these Honor Societies based 
on their fantastic achievements.   
 
Congratulations to all!! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  



DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL SERVICES 
 
The Preschool at Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center is a student-centered 
program that utilizes The Creative Curriculum for Preschool, an award-winning curriculum 
which is fully aligned with the Head Start Child Development and Early Learning 
Framework and New Jersey’s Early Learning Standards. 
 
Using exploration and discovery as a way of learning, The Creative Curriculum for 
Preschool enables children to develop confidence, creativity, and lifelong critical thinking 
skills.  It presents knowledge-building volumes and daily practice resources in tandem, 
giving every educator the “what,” “why” and “how” of early childhood education.  
Teachers have daily opportunities to individualize instruction, which helps educators to 
meet the needs of every type of learner.  
 
The Preschool at Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center is an integrated program 
that supports students of every level of learning and ability. Students with disabilities have 
their individual needs met in a fully supportive Preschool environment. There will be an 
Open House for the district’s Preschool program on Friday, January 5, 2018, from 9:30 
a.m. to 10:15 am.  All prospective families of Preschool students are invited to attend. 
 
Up-to-date information on programs, services and supports can be found on the Special 
Services website by going to www.bhpsnj.org and selecting Special Services under the 
“Services” tab. 
 
 


